[Expression of VEGF on rabbit skin fibroblasts using retroviral vector].
A replication-deficient recombinant retrovirus containing the cDNA coding for human vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) was generated, and then infected rabbit primary skin fibroblasts. After selection with G418, the transduced colonies have the ability of producing VEGF. The integration and expression of VEGF in transduced cells were confirmed by Southern blot, PCR, Northern blot and RT-PCR assay. The VEGF secreted by transduced cells has strong bioactivity when assayed by endothelial proliferation and Miles vascular permeability assay. Thus, this study pave the way for future study of biological and physiological effect of VEGF in vivo.